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Tense Auxiliar
y verb 

Verb Markers Formula 
 

 
Present 
Simple  
(Fact) 

 
do / does 

 
V / Vs 

Usually, always, 
sometimes, never, 
often, rare, every 
day (month, week, 
year…) 

N+V/Vs 
N+do/does+not+V 
(Wh)+Do/does+N+V? 

 
Past Simple 
(Fact)  

 
did 

 
V-ed / V-2 

Yesterday, last 
month (year, week, 
time), two hours 
ago, the other day, 
in 1997 

N+V-ed/ V-2 
N+did +not+V 
(Wh)+did +N+V? 

 
Present 
Continuous 
(Process) 

 
am / is / 

are 

 
V-ing 

Now, right now, at 
this moment (time), 
while, these days 

N+ am / is / are +V-ing 
N+ am / is / are +not+V-ing 
(Wh)+ am / is / are +N+V-ing? 

 
Past 
Continuous 
(Process) 

 
was / 
were 

 
V-ing 

At that moment 
(time), those days, 
at 5 o’clock 
yesterday 

N+ was / were +V-ing 
N+ was / were +not+V-ing 
(Wh)+ was / were +N+V-ing? 

 
Future 
Simple 
(Fact) 

 
shall / 

will 

 
V 

tomorrow, next time 
(summer, winter, 
year, week),  

N+ shall / will +V 
N+ shall / will +not+V 
(Wh)+ shall / will +N+V? 
 

 
Future 
Continuous 
(Process) 

 
shall / 

will + be 

 
V-ing 

At that moment 
(time), those days, 
at 5 o’clock 

N+ shall / will+ be +V-ing 
N+ shall / will + not + be+V-ing 
(Wh)+ shall / will +N+ be +V-ing? 

 
Present 
Perfect 
(Result) 

 
have / 

has 

 
V-3 / V-ed 

Ever, for, never, 
already, yet, lately, 
recently, just, since, 
before 

N+have / has+ V-3 / V-ed 
N+have / has+not + V-3 / V-ed 
(Wh)have / has+ N + V-3 / V-ed? 
 

 
Past Perfect 
(Result) 
 

 
had 

 
V-3 / V-ed 

Ever, for, never, 
already, yet, lately, 
recently, just, since, 
before 

N+had+ V-3 / V-ed 
N+had+not + V-3 / V-ed 
(Wh)had+ N + V-3 / V-ed? 
 

 
Present 
Perfect 
Continuous 
(Length) 

 
have + 
been 

 
V-ing 

For a long time, for 
two hours, since 
yesterday 
(morning), since 5 
o’clock 

N+have / has+ been+V-ing 
N+have / has+not + been+ V-ing 
(Wh)have / has+ N + been+V-ing? 
 

 
Past Perfect 
Continuous 
(Length) 

 
had+ 
been 

 
V-ing 

For a month (week), 
for sometime, 

N+had+ been+V-ing 
N+had+not + been+ V-ing 
(Wh)had+ N + been+V-ing? 
 

 

 


